 

Selling through Wincanton Auctions
Sellers Pack 2026 – A Quick Guide
Thank you for your interest in selling with Wincanton Auctions. Please take a moment to read the following guide, which explains how we operate, our terms and charges, the types of items we can and cannot accept for auction, and other important information to help make selling your pre‑loved items as smooth and straightforward as possible.
Wincanton Auctions offers live bidding in the saleroom as well as live streamed video and audio internet bidding via our online bidding partner Easy Live Auctions. With over 675,000 registered bidders, items sold through our Wincanton saleroom are exposed to local, national and international audiences, with our online catalogue viewed by many thousands of customers each month.

1. What Items Are Suitable for Our Auction?
We are a general saleroom, meaning that while we love selling antiques and collectables, we also accept a wide variety of other items including vehicles, tools, plants, appliances and electrical goods, furniture and more. This breadth can make it difficult to know what is suitable, and although we try not to say no, there are practical and legal reasons why some items cannot be accepted.
When considering items for auction, we take the following into account:
i) Likely Sale Value
Very simply, if an item or lot is unlikely to sell for £10 or more, it is not generally economical for us to accept it. Even with lotting fees and commission, we would be operating at a loss once processing, photographing, storing and marketing costs are taken into account. In practice, we advise that an anticipated hammer price of £25–£30 or more should be aimed for. We are, however, happy to take a holistic view on larger consignments or house clearances where items can be sensibly grouped into suitable lots.


ii) Space Taken in the Saleroom
Space is a significant consideration. Furniture in particular — especially traditional or so‑called “brown” furniture — often has a low second‑hand market value while taking up considerable floor space. Dining tables and chairs, sideboards and similar items must therefore be of a type, style and condition that stands a good chance of attracting bidding interest. Mid‑Century and modern design (for example Ercol, Ladderax and Scandinavian design) remains popular and can achieve strong prices, whereas more traditional furniture may achieve more modest results. This reflects the current market rather than our own preference.
As a general rule:
· Beds, bed frames and mattresses are not accepted.
· Sofas and suites are usually too large and of insufficient value, although high‑quality or iconic examples (such as a button‑back Chesterfield) may be considered.
Large items of furniture will normally only be accepted on a no reserve basis and sold for the best price achievable on the day.
All furniture must be clean, unstained, free from rips, tears, odours and pet smells, and in good usable condition. It is the seller’s responsibility to ensure this before delivery. Items failing to meet these criteria may be rejected, returned or disposed of at the owner’s expense.

Items We Do Not Normally Accept for Auction
(The following list is not exhaustive but is intended as a general guide. If in doubt, please contact us with photographs.)
We do not normally accept:
· Ivory or items containing ivory, unless they are legally exempt under current UK legislation and are supported by the appropriate exemption registration or documentation. Items without compliant paperwork cannot be offered for sale.
· Furniture (post‑1950) and soft furnishings without the required “Carelessness Causes Fire” labels. It is illegal to sell these in the UK even if labels have been removed.
· Firearms requiring a licence. Deactivated firearms may be accepted only if accompanied by a valid Certificate of Deactivation to current UK standards. Air rifles and air pistols may be accepted subject to review.
· Swords, knives and edged weapons that do not comply with current UK law. Pre‑1954 blades made by traditional methods or genuine historic examples may be considered, but prohibited or modern offensive weapons cannot be accepted.
· Items that may contain asbestos, including certain vintage appliances and military equipment.
· Items of fur.
· Wild bird eggs and items protected under CITES or other endangered species regulations.
· Broken, damaged or excessively dirty items.
· Satellite / Sky boxes and dishes.
· Clothing and shoes, unless brand new with tags/boxes or high‑end designer / haute couture.
· Soft furnishings such as curtains, bedding and cushions.
· Children’s and toddler items.
· Cassette or VHS players and tapes.
· DVD or Blu‑ray players unless part of a surround sound system.
· CRT televisions or monitors.
· Chipboard or MDF furniture.
· Boxes of mixed bric‑a‑brac.
· Boxes of books unless special, rare, antique or collectable.
· Pictures, paintings and prints unless by a listed artist, antique, or signed limited editions.
· Jewellery unless gold, silver or set with precious stones.
· Scrap building materials, chemicals, paints and similar items.
Large items of furniture (including sofas, beds and dining room furniture) are normally accepted only without reserve and must be in excellent condition. Exceptions are made only for high‑quality antiques or items of exceptional design and condition.

2. Fees, Charges and General Terms for Sellers
1. All charges are subject to VAT.
2. Wincanton Auctions charges a lotting fee of £3 plus VAT per lot and a seller’s commission of 20% plus VAT on the hammer price (subject to a minimum commission of £3 plus VAT per lot). VAT is charged on commission only, not on the hammer price.
3. Reserve Prices – Revised Policy
As part of a wider review of our business model in light of recent legislative, employment cost and tax changes, from 2026 we will no longer be able to accept reserves on items with an individual anticipated value below £100. All such items will be sold without reserve, for the best price achievable on the day. We will continue to group and present items to maximise sale potential, but sellers must be comfortable with this approach before consigning items.
4. Reserve prices may be agreed at the discretion of Wincanton Auctions for items with an anticipated value of £100 or more. Any estimate provided is not a reserve.
5. Items failing to reach reserve in one sale and remaining uncollected will automatically be entered into the next appropriate sale without reserve, unless withdrawn by the seller.
6. Unsold items may be sold by private treaty at the auctioneer’s discretion, subject to any existing reserve. If re‑entered into a subsequent live auction, an additional re‑lotting fee of £3 plus VAT will apply. No re‑lotting fees apply to timed auctions.
7. Any lots failing to attract a bid after a second sale must be collected by the end of the following week or may be disposed of or re‑entered without reserve at the auctioneer’s discretion. Charges may apply for disposal.
8. All portable electrical appliances must be PAT tested. A charge of £3 plus VAT applies per test (pass or fail). Older electrical items may be sold as antiques but must have their plugs removed by the seller prior to entry.
9. The auctioneer and porters reserve the absolute right to refuse items deemed unsuitable. Items delivered without prior approval may be disposed of without notice and charges may apply.
10. Payment is made by bank transfer within 14 working days after the auction, subject to the purchaser having paid in full. Sellers collecting proceeds may be asked to provide proof of identity.
11. Sellers may withdraw items prior to sale; however, if cataloguing work has been undertaken, a withdrawal fee of £5 plus VAT per lot will apply.
12. Right of Title: The seller warrants that they have good and marketable title to the items and the right to sell them.

3. Delivery of Items to the Saleroom
Wincanton Auctions does not collect items from private addresses. Once items have been agreed and an appointment confirmed, transport is usually arranged via an independent courier. Companies regularly used by our clients are listed on our website.
Items must be agreed in advance and delivered by appointment only.

4. Consigning Items for Auction
Included with this pack is an Entry Receipt. Please complete as much information as possible in advance, particularly item descriptions. Estimates and reserves can be agreed with us. Completed forms may be emailed to info@wincantonauctions.com or brought with the items on delivery. We reserve the right to group or lot items differently where appropriate, but this will always be discussed with you.

5. Seller Registration and Payment
We aim to pay sellers promptly and no later than 14 working days after the auction in which their items sell. To do so, we require completed seller registration and agreement to our terms and conditions, including bank details for payment. Registration forms may be returned in person or by email.

We hope this information has been helpful. If you have any questions or require clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. Further information and answers to frequently asked questions are available on our website.
We look forward to helping you sell your items.
Very best regards
The Wincanton Auctions Team

